were filled with fear and became panicky. Being now without a leader, the devas
were being tortured by the danavas. Unable to bear these tortures for long, the
devatas hastened to Brahma and, prostrating before him, surrendered themselves
to his will, praying for forgiveness of Indra's grave and dastardly sin. Brahma was
moved; but finding no remedy to remove his curse, he went with them to Narayana
and, propitiating him, requested him to devise a suitable remedy. The most merciful
Hari bethought himself and, dividing the curse into three branches, he let them
affect al! women, trees and the earth. They were also blessed by him so that women
may bring forth children when they unite with their husbands during the sixteen
days after theif menses; that trees may have the power to grow again -after they are
cut down; and that the earth, when dug up into trenches,and pits may be filled up
again automatically. As a result of the curse, thus divided into three branches,
women have to undergo monthly periods of menstrual flow, trees the flow of their
sap or juices (when cut), and saline or arid lands became part of the earth. Having
thus been forgiven by Brahma, you left the caves of Meru and returned to your
Svarga Loka. Brahma then spoke to Janardhana and said:

"Since my curse cannot be completely alleviated, in spite of thus being
distributed, may Indra suffer its consequences not immediately but in course of time".
Narayana, knowing the course of the future events, remained silent. You were thus
able to rule the three worlds in great pomp and much splendour from that day on,
until now. But being full of egotism and blinded by pride you caused trouble in
Kailasa. Therefore, instigated by Rudra, Durvasa came along and found cause to
curse you in order to curb your haughtiness and pride. His curse is akin to the
earlier, latest curse of Brahma; and both brought about the same result. Look, 0
Indra! how soon the three worlds have become bereft of Luxmi! People have forgotten
charity, tapas, yama and niyama, and have become weak of body, cowardly and
atheists. The Earth is bereft of medicinal herbs, vigour and vitality. The Sun looks
dusky. The Moon is dulled, and casts no light. Even Fire has lost its brightness. It
does not bode well when all the directions including the sky look so dim, dull and
dirty. The Devas have lost their powers, and wander about acting in strange ways.
The three worlds, full of moving and fixed life, have lost their heritage!

HAYAGRIWA: 0 Muni Agasthya! While Indra and Brihaspati were thus
deliberating, the Lord of the Danavas, Malakasura, waxed strong. Gathering his
armies together he invaded svarga-loka and began to destroy the palaces and their
inhabitants indiscriminately. As soon as Indra came to know of it, he took his devas
to Brahma and prayed for help. Brahma, in turn, took them all to Lord Vishnu and
prayed for succour. Kesava, the knower of future course of Nature and things, spoke
merciful words to them and instructed them to follow his plan of action, with great
attention.

THE CHURNING OF MILKY OCEAN FOR NECTAR:

LORD VISHNU SAID: "Put medicinal herbs into the ocean of milk, go to the
danavas and enlist their support; immerse the mountain Mandaragiri in the ocean
and twist the snake Vasuki as a churning rope around Mandaragiri, while I support
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